64.   INDEPENDENCE
Maulana Hasrat Mohani put up a plucky fight for independence
on the Congress platform and then as President of the Muslim
League and was happily each time defeated1. There is no mistake
about the meaning of the Maulana. He wants to sever all
connection with the British people even as partners and equals and
even though the Khilafat question be satisfactorily solved. It will
not do to urge that the Khilafat question can never be solved with-
out complete independence. We are discussing merely the theory.
It is common cause that if the Khilafat question cannot be solved
without compelete independence, i.e.3 if the British people retain
hostile attitude towards the aspirations of the Islamic world, there
is nothing left for us to do but to insist upon complete indepen-
dence. India cannot afford to give Britain even her moral support
and must do without Britain's support, moral and material, if she
cannot be induced to be friendly to the Islamic world.
But assuming that Great Britain alters her attitude as I know
she will when India is strong, it will be religiously unlawful for us
to insist on independence. For, it will be vindictive and petulant.
It would amount to a denial of God for the refusal will then be
based upon the assumption that the British people are not capable
of response to the God in man. Such a position is untenable
for both a believing Mussulman and a believing Hindu.
India's greatest glory will consist not in regarding Englishmen
as her implacable enemies fit only to be turned out of India at the
first available opportunity but in turning them into friends and
partners in a new commonwealth of nations in the place of an
Empire based upon exploitation of the weaker or undeveloped
nations and races of the earth and, therefore, finally upon force.
Let us see clearly what swaraj together with the British connec-
tion means. It means undoubtedly India's ability to declare her
independence if she wishes. Swaraj, therefore, will not be a free gift
of the British Parliament. It will be a declaration of India's full
self-expression. That it will be expressed through an Act of Par-
liament is true. But it will be merely a courteous ratification of
the declared wish of the people of India even as it was in the case
of the Union of South Africa. Not an unnecessary adverb in the
1 During the Congress and the Muslim League sessions held at Ahmcda-
badin December 1921